
• Cultivating and deepening critical reading and thinking 
• Developing  the basis of your argument  
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Reading & Critical Engagement 

• Engage with the readings 
 
• Passive reading hinders critical thinking 
• Note-taking isn’t about recording information 

(surface) 
• Note-taking should be about the implications of 

what is read, observations made, gaps noticed, and 
the ideas and possibilities generated (depth) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations: 
Chicago style for students and researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Context and Line of Reasoning 

• Make sure your notes are accurate 
• No cherry-picking 
• Keep the context and line of reasoning together 
 

• Example: 
• “The war was caused by X, Y, and Z, but the most 

important cause was Z for two reasons.” The first 
reason was A and the second reason was B. 
 

• “The war was caused by Z.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations: 
Chicago style for students and researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Context and Line of Reasoning 

• Example: 
• “Chemicals in french fries cause cancer.” 
• “Chemicals in french fries may be a factor in 

causing cancer.” 
• “Some chemicals in french fries correlate with 

higher incidence of cancer.” (not necessarily 
causal).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, 
theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Reading & Critical Engagement 

• Questions to ask and note when reading: 
• What is the author’s main objective, the key question 

being addressed, and from what perspective/through 
what lens? 
 

• What do you need to understand in order to 
understand the author's line of reasoning? What  
information supports the author’s conclusions? 

 
• What consequences are likely to follow if people take 

the author’s line of reasoning seriously? Ignore it? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations: 
Chicago style for students and researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Reading & Critical Engagement 

• How can you use evidence supporting 
your inquiry in a critical way? 
 
• Offer it up and add to it (old or weak evidence 

benefitting from stronger or more current 
information). 
 

• Strengthen unsupported claims/speculations (can 
you offer verification for what an author assumes?) 

 
 

 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, 
theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Reading & Critical Engagement 

• How can you respond to ideas that 
challenge your thinking? 
• Can you offer evidence to the contrary? 
• Does the source narrowly apply information and 

ignore the broader implications? 
• Is there more current information to refute the 

claim? 
• Can you prove a different cause-effect relationship 

or that it is not a cause and effect, but a 
correlation? 

• Can you change perspective to shift a dominant 
paradigm? 
 
 
 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, 
theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Reading & Critical Engagement 

• What underlying assumptions does the author 
take for granted in the example below? 

• How do metaphors inform corporate culture and how 
does the relationship between metaphor and hand-
drawn imagery influence and/or impact organizational 
change?  
 

• Do pictorial metaphors (drawings) emerging from an 
organizational context have the capacity to reveal a 
deeper and more nuanced understanding of 
organizational culture? Additionally, what role could 
pictorial metaphor play in service to transformational 
change? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations: Chicago 
style for students and researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Reading & Critical Engagement 

• One-minute reflection: 
 
• What are your strengths as a critical reader? 

 
• Are there things you now want to change? Why? 



Note-Taking 

• How will you decide what notes are 
relevant to your inquiry? 
 
• Context: historical, dominant discourse, 

contemporary/emerging discourse 
 

• Texture: examples, stories, comparisons 
 

• Facts: science-based data, evidence 
 
 
 

 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, 
theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Note-Taking 

• How do you or will you handle citations in 
your notes? 
 

• How will you track direct quotes, 
summaries, paraphrases, and your 
original thinking in your notes? 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, 
theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Note-Taking 

• How will you decide when to summarize, 
paraphrase, or use a direct quote? 
 
• What is the difference between summarizing and 

paraphrasing? 
• Summarize key points for context 
• Paraphrase when meaning is important 
• Direct quote compelling thoughts that frame your 

argument or represent an opposing position. 
 
 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, 
theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Note-Taking 

• One minute reflection: 
 
• How on earth am I going to keep track of all this 

stuff? 



Plagiarism 

• How do you avoid inadvertent plagiarism?  
• Cite all terms and ideas from sources. If I ask you 

how you know something and you read it or heard 
it, then cite it. 

• Avoid paraphrasing that essentially keeps the quote 
identical, but substitutes individual words. 

• Avoid sloppy note-taking, assuming you’ll 
remember where you found the information or how 
much of it was directly copied. 
 
 
 
 
 

Turabian, K. L. (2018). A manual for writers of research papers, 
theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers (9th ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 



Single, P. B. (2009). Demystifying dissertation writing: 
A streamlined process from choice of topic to final 
text. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC. 



Critical Thinking 

• How and where did your learn to think 
critically? 
 

• How can you or do you advance your 
thinking? 

Paul, R., & Elder, L. (2009). The miniature guide to 
critical thinking-concepts and tools (Thinker’s guide). 
Dillon Beach, CA: Foundation for Critical Thinking. 



What is Critical Thinking? 

“Critical thinkers are clear as to the purpose at hand 
and the question at issue.  
 
They question information, conclusions, and points of 
view.  
 
They strive to be clear, accurate, precise, and relevant.  
 
They seek to think beneath the surface, to be logical, 
and fair.” 

 Paul, R., & Elder, L. (2009). The miniature guide to 
critical thinking-concepts and tools (Thinker’s guide). 
Dillon Beach, CA: Foundation for Critical Thinking. 



Critical Thinking & Argument 

Paul, R., & Elder, L. (2009). The miniature guide to critical thinking-concepts and 
tools (Thinker’s guide). Dillon Beach, CA: Foundation for Critical Thinking. 



Shaping an Argument: Critical 
Thinking and Writing 

Claim: 
 

What are you trying to 
prove? 

 

Reason: 
 

What reasons do I 
have to support my 

claim? 
 

Evidence: 
 

What evidence do I 
have to support my 

reasons? 

What assumptions am 
I making? 

 
Be transparent. 

What other 
viewpoints must I 

acknowledge?  
 

What else requires a 
response? 

Is my logic sound? 
 

Can a reader follow 
my argument? 

Adapted from: 
 

Booth, W., Colomb, G., & Williams, J. (2008). The craft of research (3rd ed.). Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 
Weston, A. (2009). A rulebook for arguments (4th ed.). Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing Company. 



Critical Thinking and Writing 

• One minute reflection: 
 

• In what ways could my writing or writing 
process change if I critically engage with 
what I read and apply critical thinking? 
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